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see why sexual feelings, thoughts, phantasies and symbols should
appear in his mind so frequently and so persistently as they are
now generally admitted to do in a very large number of cases.
(2)	Jung's  view  does   not explain  why   the  thought  of it   does
incestuous relations should be subject to so much repression   exPlain
as it actually is. If there is in reality no deep-rooted tendency
to such relations, there is no need for the formation of any
powerful mechanism for preventing the fulfilment of the tendency;
whereas if we suppose that the arousal of object love in an
incestuous form is a normal stage of libido development—a
stage however which is superseded in the course of further
normal development—the existence of a strong counter-mecha-
nism, manifesting itself in consciousness as repulsion and dis-
gust, and in social life in the form of sexual taboos and
"avoidances" connected with the various prohibited relationships,
is precisely what our knowledge of the general conditions of
the development of conative tendencies in the human mind
would lead' us to expect.
(3)	Even if we are prepared to grant that this repression
may have arisen from some other cause, it still remains difficult Nor the choice
to account for the fact that the desire to return to infantile of
conditions should persistently avail itself of such an objectionable
symbolic form. We should expect that the path of least
resistance would lead to some means of symbolic expression
calculated to arouse less opposition on the part of conflicting
tendencies than that to which the idea of incestuous relationship
is exposed. This leads to a fourth and still more serious
objection on general grounds.
(4)	Jung's view seems incompatible with all we know as It  is   not  in
to the general  relations  of Repression  and Displacement  to
conscious and unconscious factors respectively.   The genecal      laws of
rule,   which   is   exemplified in innumerable dreams,   myths,
neurotic symptoms and cases of "everday psychopathology"
would appear to be that the symbol expresses some tendency
or desire in the unconscious which is more opposed to con-
scious tendencies and desires than is the symbol itself1. But in
1 For an important discussion of the general laws of symbolism, see
Ernest Jones's "Papers on Psycho-Analysis" 1918, 129. The whole Chapter is
worth careful study in connection with the questions considered in the
present chapter.
35

